   SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 6th September 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.35pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Cole
SOCF

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/TPN

Lucy Pollock
Surestart (Where Kids Come First)

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Mary Kimberly
Holy Cross Church

Peter Maynard
Resident

Barrie Lawrence
Resident

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

PC Bradley Taylor
Essex Police

PCSO Terry Spirling
Essex Police

PC Claire Learmouth
Essex Police

PCSO Kim Howell
Essex Police

Tom Halford
Resident

Jocelyne Auckley
Thurrock Council

Lisa Ricketts
Thurrock Council

Apologies: 

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 2nd August 2010  

The minutes were approved subject to the following amendments:

· Page 2, - Item 5, 2nd bullet point.  ……..funding of £2000 towards Party in the Park.

· Page 3, - Fr. Peter Rabin.

· Page 4, - Belhus Scouts, 2nd bullet point.  There was a party for all members (6 Adults, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts).

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

There were no matters arising.

4. Chair’s Report

· AB explained that JK had had her baby prematurely and the situation was not good at this time and asked everyone for their thoughts and prayers.  AB read out a memo regarding JC now being the point of contact during JK’s absence and to express that there are staff shortages and The Forum may be closed occasionally on Saturdays.

· There was no other correspondence.

Signed:
Dated:


5. Presentation:  Lisa Ricketts

Lisa introduced herself and the Beat the Credit Crunch Road Shows that have been developed by part of the Take Part Pathfinder programme, funded by the Department for Communities and the local Government and managed by the Community Development Foundation.  The road shows give information and advice about various subjects including Debt, Benefits, Health, Employment, etc.  The dates and venues for these Road Shows are as follows:

· The Learning Shop, George Street, 

27th September
10.30-17.30

Grays.


· South Ockendon Community Forum, 
11th October

12.00-18.00

      Derwent Parade.

· Community Resource Centre,

22nd October

10.30-17.30


Civic Square, Tilbury.

The events are free and offer free light refreshments also.  Lisa then offered to answer any questions….

· WC asked if this group was aware of the Thurrock Re-use Project holding a swap shop outside The Forum and advised that they do paints as well as furniture.

· AB asked if there would be anything for children at the road shows?  Yes, there will be a face painter.

6. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit

· GP informed the meeting that Thurrock Council had now adjusted the Forum Funding from £13,000 to £8,824 for the year.  The amount left in the budget is £2,509.

· There have been three new applications:

· The Bowls Club is asking for £300 towards the purchase of Bowls collectors.  The club raise all their own funds and are active members of the Friends of Ockendon Rec.  The Bowls collectors are a safety item and cost £594 for 10.  Approved £300.
· Belhus Cricket Club need to raise £2,600 to go towards a good quality scoreboard for South Ockendon Rec.  Veolia have granted the club £1,500 already, and the club is asking Forum funding of £500.  Approved £500.
· The Russellette Majorette Team have recently moved from Tilbury to Brandon Groves in Ockendon.  The group attract up to 30+ children and take a £25 joining fee from the parents with leotard included.  The group are asking for £550 towards the cost of the leotards, GP suggested keeping this amount below £500, as the application process is easier.  MP proposed a figure up to £500.  GP suggested £250 to £300.  £300 Approved.
7. SOCF Updates 
· AB reported that SOCF funding under the Soapy Programme would continue until end December and we had unrestricted funds to keep going until March 2011.  MP said that JC or herself would progress the new bid or we would seek outside help.  Redundancy notices need to be issued before December to take effect for the end of March .If the bid is successful the redundancy notices can be retracted

· James had a very successful football tournament with 32 teams playing.  

· Trustees have written a letter of support for the planning application for Thames Rugby Club providing there were no objections from local residents nearby.

· We will be holding a Fitness Event in Dilkes Park on Saturday 14th September from 1pm to 4pm.

· This year our Christmas lighting up ceremonies are as follows:  Thursday 2nd December at 6pm in Derwent Parade, and Friday 3rd December on the Village Green and St Nicholas church.  We will be working in partnership with the church, times to be confirmed.

· MP said we have had an offer of sponsorship for the Christmas tree on the village green.

· There will be other events leading up to Christmas, to be confirmed.

· GP announced that The Forum Annual General meeting would be held on 1st November at 1.30pm in place of the General Forum meeting.

8. Organisational Updates

Bowls Club (Lesley Booth)

· Lesley thanked Wendy Curtis for all her help organising the recent Sports Event at the Ockendon Rec, the club have had six new enquiries from the event.  

· The bowling season is now coming to an end.

· Thank you to The Forum for help with the application for the new bowls collectors.

Surestart (Lucy Pollock)

· Low numbers for holiday club and full day care.
· New pre-school children starting this week
· New babies settling in baby room
· Looking at ways to advertise and market ourselves.
· Had an inspection from the Environmental Health - awaiting certificate

· Have received further support from David Woods (Business Advisor) on contract to Thurrock Council.  Have improved our financial accounting/budgeting.  David will continue to help and we are meeting him later this week to discuss marketing.

· We are continuing with Ecat and have received our first grant from Thurrock Council to use on resources to encourage language.

· We have won £500 for outdoor equipment from the Lakeside Community award.

Maggie Pollock (High House/Friends of Dilkes Park)

· High House - MP will be at the High House site in Purfleet on 2nd October for a planting event for the kitchen Garden. 

· The site has been re-named the ‘High House Production Park’ and I will be attending a site visit next Monday 13th September.  

· The people’s opera will be launching a weeklong series of performances from 6th December.  A lot of wonderful opportunities.

· Friends of Dilkes Park - There will be a meeting held on Friday 10th September at 10am at The Forum.

PC Andy Lawrence (Essex Police)

· PC Andy Lawrence gave a report on the latest crime figures, which were up slightly.  
· Essex Police and Age Concern came together to security mark mobility scooters at The Forum recently; at least 17 scooters were marked.
· The drug problems at Eden Green have been solved, ending with 2/3 arrests and the tenant in question losing their property.
Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Just to say, that Party in the Park was very good this year.  Nothing further to report.
Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· The mobility security-marking event was very successful; there are plans to visit other venues with this event.  Many of the participants requested mobility scooter lessons; maybe we will look into funding to provide learning sessions.  Copies of the Highway Code were also handed out at the event.
· The Age Concern AGM will be held at The Beehive on 14th December at 4.30pm.
· We are still collecting foreign coins; a bucket is at the front desk of The Forum.
· We hope to have a Christmas event and will be liaising with the befriending service.
· Age Concern sessions at The Forum continue to be well used with complex issues.
Thomas Alford (Resident)

· TA informed us that he had lost his telephone line due to the telegraph pole being knocked down by a lorry along Dennis’s Lane.  TA has been in contact with Rural Arisings (Development of the Ham River), regarding rifles being aimed at the telegraph poles.

Peter Maynard (Resident)

· PM thanked The Forum for the framed photograph he was presented with for his retirement, and is pleased to be here catching up with the news.

Cllr Wendy Curtis (Thurrock Council/Friends of Ock Rec)

· Planning permission has been approved for the Sports Pavilion to be revamped.  Veolia is part funding the work but we still need £250,000.  

· The Payback team are going to paint the containers on the rec.

· WC said that by forming a group like Friends of Ockendon Rec, the community has a stronger voice and this has worked very well.  

Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The August summer club went very well with approximately 25 children attending each week.

· Normal meetings resumed on Tuesday 7th September.

· The Scouts are planning a hike to Thriftwood, Brentwood for the end of September.

9. Any Other Business

· GP informed the meeting that there would be a MacMillan Coffee morning on 18th September at St Nicholas church.  The money raised will be used in the local area.

· MP reminded everyone about the council cutbacks and also mentioned that The Forum could only operate until March 2011 without further funding.  The council cuts would probably affect the youth and sports departments, so we must provide all we can to occupy the young people.  MP also urged members to visit the Thurrock Council website and get involved with how you would like to see money in the council being spent next year.

· MP mentioned the housing development plans that are going ahead in Arisdale Avenue and we need to consider the impact the extra housing will have on our roads, doctors and schools etc.

· Peter Maynard suggested holding a meeting with everyone to talk about what the priorities are in regards to the cuts in the Council.  These decisions will be a tough job for the council to budget for peoples needs.  MP agreed.

· WC said that Cllr John Kent has offered to come to each Forum in the past; maybe The Forum should invite him to our meetings.  MP said this was a good way forward to initiate the lead and invite members and partners as soon as possible.  No objections.
· AB said anyone who would like to send JK and Ben a card for the baby to bring them to The Forum and they will be passed on.  There will also be cards on the front desk for her for anyone to sign and send their wishes.  WC said our feelings and thoughts go out to Jan, Ben and Aimee at this time.

10. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 4th October 2010

Monday 1st November will be the AGM and will start at 1.30pm.

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 1.00pm until 1.30pm. 

The General Forum meeting will start at 1.30pm.

The meeting closed at 2.55pm
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