SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 10th January 2011 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.35pm

1. Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Janet Cole
SOCF

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/Thurrock Play Network

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Cheryl Williams
Tenant Participation/Sheltered Housing Team

Barrie Lawrence
SOCF

Fth. Peter Rabin
St Nicholas Church

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Rita Boyton
Holy Cross Church

Rosemary Ajuwun
Thurrock Racial Unit Support Taskgroup

Jean Hagger
South Ockendon in Bloom

Sonia Dowell
South Ockendon in Bloom

Joan Elliott
Resident

PCSO Howell
Essex Police

PCSO Neife
Essex Police

Apologies: 

Linda Buckingham
The Ockendon Academy

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

Rev Brian Duckworth
All Saints/St Nicholas Churches/The Ockendon School


2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2010

The minutes were agreed with the following amendments:
· Lesley Booth from South Ockendon Bowls Club was added to the apologies at the last meeting.

· Page 3, Barrie Lawrence - ….No 11 and 269 services….
3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

Wendy Curtis informed the meeting that the Neighbourhood Watch launch for Orchard Road planned for 11th December 2010 was cancelled due to snow, has been rescheduled for 6.30pm this evening at The Forum.

Signed:
Dated:

4. Chair’s Report

· A letter has been received from Thurrock Council about derelict and unsafe buildings.  The Council is requesting that we compile a list of buildings in our area that are considered to fall in the above category so they can be prioritised and actioned in 2011/2012.  The list should be submitted no later than 4th February 2011.  AB asked the meeting if they knew of anything that was relevant, to let the staff know.

· An email has been received from the Thurrock Community Safety Partnership team, announcing details of plans for a ‘Partner Walk Around Day’ on the Flowers Estate on 24th March.  The Forum and its members have been invited to get involved.  Please let the office staff know if you are interested.

· Linda Buckingham has sent her apologies but wanted to inform those present that The Ockendon School has now become The Ockendon Academy.  The Academy status is based on an ‘Outstanding Ofsted’ thus we do not need a sponsor and the Governing Body as written into the aims and objectives for the school.  There will be no change in the schools admissions policy, the aims and objectives or the ethos of the school.

· AB informed those present that at a recent Trustees’ meeting, a decision was made to write to the Leader of the Council, John Kent, to raise various issues of concern about Ockendon.  AB asked if any members had any concerns to let us know so we could include it in the letter:

· Barrie Lawrence shared his concerns about the bus services, especially the no 11, as this is the only route to Basildon Hospital.  BL was also concerned that cuts in bus services occur with no consultation with the public or forums, and these cuts have huge implications to our community.

· Father Peter Rabin expressed his concerns about Forum Funding cuts.  AB said that the Council appreciated us and would do everything they could to keep us open.  MP said that although the Council had supported us in the past with loans, etc, The Forum has always funded ourselves.   However, we have just received £5,000 from the Council as a commissioning fee to promote the Credit Union and Take Part initiatives, to support the Council.  The Council could not operate without the voluntary sector and we are very proud of ourselves.

· Cllr WC said there are so many cuts in the community that we must make the Council aware of our concerns, as we The Forum are the voice of the community.

· MP said we must concentrate on the impact of the cuts.  The local library may have escaped cuts but the children’s services, ie TPN toy library has been cut, so will no longer meet at the library, creating an empty space.  Other groups that use the library have also had cuts, thus the community being isolated again.  All the vulnerable people seem to suffer from the cuts.

AB summed up the points made and asked everyone for their support.  MP suggested we write individually as well as a group or forum, if the Council receive enough letters they will have to do something. 

· AB informed the meeting that The Forum would be selling the minibus as the insurance is due soon and the Big Lottery Funding has come to an end.  The members are to be given first refusal in purchasing the bus.  The Forum will continue to support groups like Young at Heart walking group in others ways, ie obtain funding, etc. 

· MP mentioned the Credit Union scheme and said that she had approached the Post Office for a potential venue to host the Credit Union as the building is more secure.  There will be a promotional/information event at The Forum on Monday 17th January, 10.00am to 12.00pm.  In brief a Credit Union is a saving scheme run by Essex Savers net that allows savers access to low interest loans.  The idea is to discourage the use of loan sharks.  GP said that volunteers would be fully trained to run the project once a week at the chosen venue.  A training event for ‘Collection Point’ volunteers will be held at The Forum on Monday 24th January, 1.30pm to 3.00pm.

Wendy Curtis left the meeting at 2.30pm.

· South Ockendon Bowls Club has sent a letter of thanks for Forum Funding received to purchase twelve bowls collectors.

5. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· The £1,409 left in the budget last year was approved to fund the cost of the Christmas lighting and other Christmas expenditure.  Unfortunately, we are not expecting any Forum Funding at all for this year, but are waiting to hear if there will be any administration funds available.
· A breakdown of all projects funded with Forum Funding in 2010 will be available at February’s meeting and will also available to view on the SOCF website.   
6. SOCF Updates 
· Street Dance/Keep Fit - Sessions continue to do well.  Fees have been increased to £2 per person per week to cover the cost of the instructors and hall hire.  There have been talks about holding an in-house dance competition for the Street Dancerz.  JK and JC have volunteered to be judges.  It was suggested that James talk to Aveley Forum also.

· Jane Norman - JN is off to India for three months to do voluntary teaching, so will be taking unpaid leave until April 2011 providing The Forum get further funding.

· Lunch Club - Glynis will be holding a fish and chip lunch for older people at The Forum on Thursday 13th January, 1.00pm to 3.00pm.  The club will be held monthly and places need to be booked in advance.

JK joined the meeting at 2.45pm.

· Health Walks - Weekly walks with mums and their buggies start at The Forum on Wednesdays, 1.15pm.

· Wii Fit - James Odeku has supported Helford Court and is still supporting Jack Evans Court with a Wii Fit training programe.   JO has also approached the Lime Close complex and will be meeting with them later in the week.

· Street Football - Weekly games start Monday 17th January at various venues around Ockendon from 3.30pm to 4.30pm.

· SOCF 7s - This under 7s football kick-about is held on Saturday mornings at Belhus Park and Thames Rugby Club and continues to do well.  

· Mother & Baby Workout - A ten week course will be starting at The Forum on Friday 4th February (fees to be arranged).

· Half-Term Activities - JO is preparing a programme of free activities for the February half-term.  Times and venues to be arranged. 

· Reflect - A one-page (double-sided) newsletter will be produced instead of the eight page Reflect as funding has come to an end.  The Forum staff will produce, print and distribute the newsletter around Ockendon via schools, churches, libraries etc.

7. Organisational Updates

Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· This month’s newsletter includes tips about coping with the bad weather and fuel payment initiatives that are available.  Winter packs are available with information about insulation, etc.

· There is a staff shortage at the Grays office due to flu, but the help desk at The Forum has been running smoothly.

Lesley Booth (South Ockendon Bowls Club)

· Work is to be done on the green to meet standards with help from Veolia.  The Sports Council is helping to fund new railings and ramps so they can offer the facilities to disabled people.  Disabled groups will be approached to join the club.
Father Peter Rabin (St Nicholas/All Saints Churches)

· The Christmas Services were affected by snow and illness, but were still relatively well attended.

· The Pantomime, which had been postponed from December, was performed on Saturday 8th January to an appreciative audience.  Well done to performers, director, music, sets and costumes.

· The St Nicholas Fayre, also postponed from December will now be in February or March.  Date to be announced soon.

Sonia Dewell (South Ockendon in Bloom)

· Not a lot happening yet, just tidying a Tamarisk, etc
Jean Hagger (South  Ockendon in Bloom)

· The allotment is looking good, the shed has been repaired and the poly-tunnel is holding up in spite of the recent vandalism and weather.  Looking forward to the new season.

PCSO Neife (Essex Police)

· Crime figures have come down, but the police need to know of any incidents.  Also an improvement over the Christmas period.
· The PCSOs have received further funding for the next three years.
· AB reminded members that the NAPs meet before this meeting from 12.30pm.
Maggie Pollock (TPN/Surestart)

· TPN - MP stated that TPN was one of the oldest voluntary groups in Thurrock.  The organisation has been withdrawn from The Beehive and is now operating out of the Pyramid Centre.  Two members of staff have been made redundant as there is a lack of funding.  TPN have a play panel meeting with Thurrock Council soon about the cuts in play sessions and equipment, etc.
· Surestart - Currently in the process of recruiting two new staff members - four interviewees have been invited for a second interview.  The manager will be starting maternity leave in March 2011.
Rosemary Ajuwun (TRUST)

· TRUST is running normally, although they may have to make cuts as well.

· The Holocaust Programme will be starting next week.

Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to report.
Eve Dymond (Young & Heart Walking Group)

· The group had a Christmas get-together at the end of December with a buffet and tea/coffee, etc, rather than a party.
· The first walk of this year will be on Tuesday 18th January at Northlands Park Basildon.  As there are four birthdays, the group will be having lunch at the Watermill Pub.
· ED mentioned that an elderly lady she met whom knew Josh, a drummer at our first Party in the Park/Music Event, had said he had gone on and progressed. 
Cheryl Williams (Tenants Participation/Sheltered Housing Team)

· In the process of training.  Nothing further to report.
Barrie Lawrence (Resident)

· BL mentioned that ‘Santa’ at The Forum was very well received.  One of the highlights was when a little boy came in and Santa had already left, but Santa had left a few presents behind if anyone came in.  The boy got two presents and was very happy.

· There has been a rumour that the no 11 bus service is to be scrapped.  BL said we need to campaign to save our bus service, or it will be nearly impossible to get to Basildon Hospital from Ockendon.

8. Any Other Business

There was no other business. 

9. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 7th February 2011 at 1.30pm.

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 12.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 3.25pm

The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes).

There were no further updates.
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