SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM

GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 10th May 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.35pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Crouch
SOCF

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/Thurrock Play Network/Friends of Dilkes Park/High House

Rev Brian Duckworth
All Saints/St Nicholas Churches

Barrie Lawrence
Retired Councillor

Cheryl Williams
Thurrock Racial Unity Support Taskgroup (TRUST)

Andrew Noakes
Resident

Jean Hagger
South Ockendon in Bloom

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Gwen McCormack
Resident

Apologies: 

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

Linda Buckingham
The Ockendon School

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 12th April 2010  

The minutes were approved with the following amendment:

· Page 3 - Forum Funding, third bullet point:  The sessions cost approximately £2,900.

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

No matters arising.

4. Chair’s Report

· Arthur Barley announced that Barrie Lawrence had stood down as Councillor after 22 years’ service due to ill health.  MP presented BL with a gift and thanked Barrie for all the support he had given The Forum during his service.  MP said at the request of the Trustee board she had invited BL to become a Trustee of The Forum when he feels well enough.  BL was very touched and said he would consider the offer.  
· AB reminded everyone that Peter Maynard had also stood down as Councillor after 37 years’ service and had a gift to present to him, but unfortunately, PM was not in attendance today.
· Congratulations went to Cllr Wendy Curtis for being elected Councillor in the local elections.
Signed:
Dated:


· AB informed the meeting of two groups that had been leafleting the area about the ‘horse issue’ at the Ham River, re horses being moved.  There have been strong concerns about this and there have been twisted comments made at SORA meetings recently and also by this group.  AB assured everyone that after a meeting with Rural Arisings it was said that the horse owners had been offered alternative gazing but had refused this option.  Rural Arisings is also open to discussions with residents on any issues relating to the Ham River development.  GP said that Rural Arisings were to have an information day at/outside The Forum, time and date to be arranged.

5. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· GP produced a detailed breakdown of how the Forum Funding allocation was spent during 2009/2010.  The allocation last year was £13,000 and all of it was used.  This year the allocation will be the same.  
· GP explained that the Administration money for Forum Funding came to £865 and was in the process of applying for it.  This money is used as an emergency fund for groups to apply for small amounts in the event of needing money quickly.
· MP attended the last TAF meeting on behalf of GP.  MP stated that Simon Black was urging people to spend money and use it wisely or it may be withdrawn completely.  SB also said SOCF was a shining example and thanked us for our contribution.  MP said that this was down to GP and all the hard work she puts into it.
· GP asked recipients of Forum Funding to return the feedback forms as soon as possible.
6. SOCF Updates 
· Volunteer Day - At the end of April a volunteer review day took place, where all SOCF’s volunteers were invited to meet each other and address any concerns they may have.  Two new volunteers were recruited on the day. 

· A video training day will take place for volunteers and our members on Friday June 4th, 10.00am to 2.00pm.

· The last events planning meeting was very well attended and focussed on feedback from the St George’s Day community event as well as preparations for forthcoming events, eg Party in the Park, etc.

· Fitness Event - MP provided details of an event taking place at Dilkes Park on Saturday 29th May, 11.00am to 2.00pm.  The Cycle group, Sustrain, as well as a number of other organisations, will be present.  Refreshments will be provided, which Cheryl Williams had kindly offered to help out with.

· Grangewaters - A special needs activity day will be taking place at Grangewaters on Sunday16th May.  SOCF will be having an information stall at the event.

· Development Plans - After difficulties in obtaining plans, MP has finally reached an agreement to be sent all paper plans for the Ockendon area.  The Arisdale Avenue plans are currently on display in The Forum.   MP urged people to look at the public notice in the local paper and enquire about if not understood.

· Funding Application for The Forum - Previously it was agreed to name our new project REACH.  It then changed to REACT, but we have now had to settle with REACTOR as there is a children’s charity of the same name.  The REACTOR acronym stands for ‘Reach, Engage, Assess, Consult and Transform Ockendon Residents.’  AB congratulated and thanked MP on all her hard work, time and effort in putting together this funding bid.

7. Organisational Updates

Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· GP provided information sheets about a new health centre being created at the old Woolworths site in Grays town centre.
· Help Desks are doing well and being extended to complexes.
· This month’s theme for the newsletter is gardening and garden services and has been sent out today.
· GP is hoping to work in partnership with SOCF and will talk with James about promoting ‘Falls Awareness Week’ - 21st to 24th June 2010.  

Jean Hagger (South Ockendon in Bloom)

· The Tamarisk Road project is going very well and will be completed by mid June.  The group needs a petrol strimmer with an operator, if anyone knows one?  GP suggested using a volunteer and hiring a strimmer.
Rev Brian Duckworth (St Nicholas/All Saints Churches)

· Christian Aid week is from 9th to15th June.  All Saints will be holding a Soup Kitchen on 15th June from 12.00pm to 2.00pm.

· There will be a Pentecost Picnic on the Village Green on Sunday 23rd May from 3.00pm to 6.00pm, with a Songs of Praise service with Thurrock Spectrum Brass Band, fairground rides, and face painter, etc.

· Cream tea and open afternoons will be held at St Nicholas Church on every first Sunday of June, July, August and September, 3.00pm to 5.00pm.

Barrie Lawrence (Retired Councillor)

· BL thanked everyone for the cards, gifts and fruit while he was in hospital.  BL also personally thanked Wendy and Charles Curtis and Brian Duckworth for giving his wife lifts to the hospital.  BL said it was a very hard decision to make not to stand as Councillor again, but has plans for the future when his health improves, and may become a trustee of The Forum.
Maggie Pollock (TPN/Friends of Ockendon Rec/High House)

· TPN - The Play Rangers are back in the parks and enjoying the fresh air.  However, very poor maintenance of the park areas is causing problems, eg broken glass, etc.

· Friends of Ockendon Rec. - Maintenance of the park is again causing problems for the Play Workers.  The group is waiting to hear from Steve Starr of Thurrock Council about restructuring the park management and to include Friends of Dilkes Park and Ockendon Rec groups.

· High House - MP urged people to take part in the People’s Opera.
Cllr Wendy Curtis (Friends of Ockendon Rec./Neighbourhood Watch/Thurrock Council/SORA)

Friends of Ockendon Rec:

· The group has successfully secured funding amounting to £100,000 from the Government’s Play Builder Scheme and Veolia Mardyke Trust that will be used to install new play equipment.

· Dog Foul bins have been relocated.

· A mini sports day will be held in August with coaching for cricket, football, bowling and tennis.  Date to be arranged.

· The group, which is made up of various clubs, residents and churches is growing stronger every time we meet.

SORA:

· The next meeting will be taking place on Thursday 13th May at St Nicolas Church Hall at 7.30pm.
· With reference to the ‘horse issues’ at the Ham River, SORA will be supporting Rural Arisings.
Neighbourhood Watch - Nothing to report.

Thurrock Council - WC has met with many people with issues relating to bus services.
Eve Dymond (Young at Heart)

· On 22nd April the group visited the Chelmsford Regimental Museum.  It was free admission and car park with a children’s area and bird displays.    

· On 27th April the group visited Basildon Northland’s Park.

· On 6th May 23 members of the group went to Leigh on Sea and had a great time.

Cheryl Williams (TRUST)

· A conference was held at the Orsett Hall for the association.
Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The camps start from the end of May onwards for each section.
· The fete held at the Scout Headquarters was a reasonable day.  The location for this event is not ideal for the public, but it brings out the parents of the cubs, scouts, etc.  £130 was raised on the day.
8. Any Other Business

· MP reported on behalf of of Surestart - Childcare facilities at the Compass Children’s Centre will be available from 28th May onwards.  The current Manager is leaving to go to Tower Hamlet Strategic post.  No outlet support for parents, looking at Surestart/Council tax credits.  Breakfast and after school clubs are now under the same roof at the Centre.

· ED suggested The Forum buy lockers for the staff out of Forum Funding as she had noticed personal belongings being left on the desks, etc.  MP appreciates the comments made and will take this forward with the staff.

· ED also mentioned that Sainsbury’s is looking for a charity to support.

9. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 7th June 2010 

Monday 5th July 2010 

Monday 2nd August 2010 

All meetings held at The Forum, 1.15pm for a 1.30pm start.  

The meeting closed at 2.35pm
The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes:

There were no updates provided.
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