SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM

GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 1st February 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.30pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Glynis Pettit (Acting Chair)
SOCF/Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Crouch
SOCF

Mary Kimberley
Holy Cross Church

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/Thurrock Play Network/Friends of Dilkes Park/High House

Cheryl Williams
Tenant Participation, Thurrock Council

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Kirsten Regan
Surestart - Where Kids Come First

Lucy Pollock
Surestart - Where Kids Come First

Linda Buckingham
The Ockendon School

Jean Hagger
SORA

Hayley Stone
Health Trainer, PCT

Father Peter Rabin
All Saints/St Nicholas Churches

Thomas Alford
Resident

Janet Davison
Community Safety Partnership

Carol George
Youth Service

Apologies: 

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

Rev Brian Duckworth
All Saints Church

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Cllr Barrie Lawrence
Thurrock Council

Cllr Peter Maynard
Thurrock Council

Wendy Curtis
Neighbourhood Watch

2. Minutes of Last Meetings held on 2nd November 2009 and 7th December 2009 

Both sets of minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the last meetings and were duly signed by the Chair.

GP explained to the meeting that AB (Chair) had been invited to a Mineral and Waste Site Allocation Workshop at the Civic Offices, Grays, and that GP be Acting Chair today.  GP thanked the people who turned up at the last General Forum meeting in January 2010 that was postponed. 

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

There were no matters arising.

Signed:
Dated:


4. Chair’s Report

· The Mineral and Waste Site Allocation Public Consultation due to take place at The Forum on Wednesday 3rd February has been postponed until Monday 15th February.  Tom Alford expressed concern that the closing date for the consultation was 18th February, not leaving much time to respond.  GP urged everyone to read the proposals that The Forum had sent to all its members.  MP also suggested that AB or JK email members the relevant information from the workshop they were attending today.
· The Ockendon School sent a letter of thanks to The Forum for its support in the development of the Food for Life Partnership work.  Jane Norman also received a personal thank you for organising community members to take part in a Cooking Bus event.
· A two-day Community Champions Workshop is offering free practical skills for people who want to help build community spirit in their area.  The first day will be on Wednesday 3rd February, 9.30am until 4.30pm, followed by a further session on Monday 22nd February, 9.30am until 1.30pm.  For more information about the event please contact Ola Kanu on 01375 413030 or email community@thurrock.gov.uk.  MP has spoken to Thurrock Council’s Natalie Warren who urged at least one person to attend from The Forum and confirmed that JK will be attending.

· The British Red Cross is holding an informal discussion at the Tilbury Riverside Arts & Activities Centre on Thursday 25th February about resilience in the event of a major incident.  The future project is about training and recruiting volunteers from Thurrock communities in a range of skills from first aid to emotional support.  This discussion is the first of a series of information sessions.
· JN has received an email from Sally Rutherford of Rural Arisings relating to a resident reporting to police that lorries were travelling very fast along Daiglen Drive during school hours.  Another resident actually witnessed something falling from a lorry and hitting a car windscreen.  Sally has agreed to set up a meeting at The Forum along with the Neighbourhood Policing Team and concerned residents, although reports suggest that the lorries were not connected with the Little Belhus site.  Members will be informed of the date and time when arranged.  A copy of Rules for Lorries is available on request.
5. Presentation:  Janet Davison - Community Safety Team

JD introduced herself and that her role was in the Public Protection Department of Thurrock Council.  JD explained that the Community Safety Team includes Essex Police, Essex County Fire and Rescue Service, South West Essex PCT, Essex Probation, Thurrock Council and the voluntary sector and community representatives.  

· Specific issues currently being dealt with are dog awareness and dog fouling enforcement.  A free dog chipping service will piloted on Saturday 6th March at the visitor’s car park opposite the Civic Offices in Grays, and again on Saturday 20th March outside the Crooked Billet Public House in Stanford-le-Hope, both 10.00am until 2.30pm.  MP said she had recently reported a dog fouling incident to Be Smart, involving mess being smeared on furniture and trees in Dilkes Park.   JD suggested it might be a good idea to reconsider the design of the current dog litterbins.  

· LP expressed her concern about Council properties being given to tenants in an unfit state.  JD will take this issue back to the relevant department.

· A discussion took place about the Urban Art project that Be Smart had been involved with on the zigzag bridge in Tamarisk Road.  LP asked if the artwork would stay or would there be an opportunity for other young people to take part in such a project in the future?  JD said that there would be one or two projects per year in different locations.  MP suggested holding formal consultations at The Forum to find new places to paint Urban Art.

· Other issues were raised; including driving over grass verges to reach driveways and dropped kerbs for electric scooter users, etc.  JD suggested marking on the map provided all areas of concern for her to take back with her. 

· ED raised the issue of an ongoing problem relating to beer cans being littered in the woods near Humber Avenue and said that she has repeatedly reported the same issue to Be Smart.  She also expressed concern about parked cars on the pavements along Humber Avenue between 3.00pm and 3.30pm, obstructing pedestrians and cyclists.  At this point PC Andy Lawrence said the problem with beer cans in Humber Avenue would not be due to the current dispersal orders as these orders are only to move on groups or individuals which poses a threat and not users of alcohol.  However, alcohol is taken away from underage drinkers if seen.

· GP informed the meeting about forthcoming Action Days in various places to promote personal alarms and purse chains, etc.  GP requested feedback from anyone who has these items as this backs up applications for Forum Funding to purchase more.  GP also shared with the meeting details of a new service available to older people who live in private housing, who will be able to have door chains, window locks, etc, and various other safety items fitted by fully vetted contractors for £7.00 an hour.  Every visit is arranged by appointment only.  For more information contact Glynis Pettit at The Forum.  This service, however, does not apply to Council tenants. 

JD concluded her presentation and assured the meeting that she would take away all comments.

6. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· Wii consoles - The application for three Wii Consoles has been submitted.
· Writer’s Circle - GP took further advice about this funding and decided to amend the project so that The Forum would apply for the £500 funding to pay the Writer’s Circle for two workshops and to get involved with World Book Day.
· If the above two applications are successful, this would leave just £22 in this year’s allocation.  GP said that The Forum wanted to apply for the remaining money to fund two trophies and two medals for our half-term football coaching sessions.  Agreed

· ED requested funding for a member of Young at Heart to undertake MiDAS training.  GP said that members were already subsidised - £35 instead of £65 for non-members.
· GP recently attended a TAF meeting to discuss the interest in forums.  There will be a cut in the budget for the forthcoming financial year - £143,300 will be available in total, an approximate cut of £6k.  It is not yet known what our allocation for this year will be.  There was further discussion about forums and their allocations.  LP said that smaller forums might lack in confidence.  GP said that Thurrock Council’s Mike Bering was facilitating a workshop about ‘How to put on Events’ on Tuesday 23rd February at The Beehive, 9.00am to 1.00pm, that may be of benefit.
7. SOCF Updates (Jane Norman)
· JN attended a seminar at the Anglian Ruskin University at Chelmsford for an initiative to enable them to compile a ‘toolkit’ for volunteer recruitment and retention.  SOCF will be paid a fee of £200 for JN to attend plus travel expenses.  

· World Book Day this year will be marked with noted author, Alan Durant, coming to The Forum for lunch on Tuesday 9th March.  We invite all who wish to meet him that day to attend at 12.30pm.  He will be talking to Primary School children in Belhus Library that morning.  We will also be running Literacy workshops at The Forum during that week.

· Party in the Park will be held on Saturday 24th July at Dilkes Park.  Registration forms will be sent out shortly.

· On 21st August 2010 we hope to have another Music Festival in Dilkes Park with a lot of teenage community involvement.  We are having the event later this year due to the World Cup Football.

· The deadline for articles for the ‘REFLECT’ newsletter is 5th March.

· Dilkes Primary School would very much like to encourage ‘would be chefs’ who feel they have a signature dish to cook with the children and teach them how.  Ethnic cooking (Caribbean or African dishes are most welcome).  If interested, please talk to JN at The Forum.

· MP reported that Luz, an Asian lady who used to run a cooking club here, sadly died at the weekend.  Funeral to be arranged.

· MP said that representatives from the Regeneration Inspection team who were working in the area, visited The Forum for an informal chat and look around.  Feedback was very good and they said we were a shining example of how forums should be run.

· GP informed the meeting that Cllr Barrie Lawrence had fallen on the ice just before Christmas and spent some time in hospital.  He is now home and a get-well card will be circulated after the meeting for members to add their messages.

8. Organisational Updates

Cheryl Williams (Tenant Participation)

· Nothing to report

Cllr Charlie Curtis (Thurrock Council)

· Cllr CC said how fortunate he was to be involved in a trip to visit Auschwitz, Poland, with 15-18 young people from different schools.
· Cllr CC expressed concern regarding the letter handout from Howard Tenens saying they were committed to being a good neighbour and to improve their surroundings.  After speaking to the residents, it appears that nothing has changed.  If anyone has any issues regarding Howard Tenens, Cllr CC urges them to express their feelings.
Jean Hagger (SORA)

· The last meeting we had was in November 2009.  JH has now stood down as Secretary and has been replaced by Wendy Curtis and Bill Stoker is now Vice Chairman.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 4th February at St Nicholas Church Hall at 7.30pm.
Lesley Booth (Ockendon Bowls Club)

· LB thanked JC for adding the club’s poster on to The Forum’s website.  
Thomas Alford (Resident)

· TA reported that the motorbikes were back in large numbers at the Ham River site.  JN said she was aware of this and has informed Sally Rutherford of Rural Arisings.
Father Peter Rabin (St Nicholas/All Saints Churches)

· Nothing to report except statistics for all family funerals for 2009 was 95, 2/3rds from All Saints Parish.
Father Peter Rabin (Chair of NAPs)

· South Ockendon is a good place to live in compared to other areas.  Observations and feedback through Forums and other organisations, etc, are needed in order for the issue of speeding lorries to be passed on.  
· Father PR read out some crime statistics for the area and reported that crime in Thurrock was down by 16%, which is the highest drop in the whole of Essex.  
· Dispersal Orders are ongoing with regular patrols.
· Essex Police and the Local Housing Office are working together with neighbourhood issues.
· There have been six ASBO applications.
Linda Buckingham (The Ockendon School)

· Year 11 students have now finished their work experience and only three out of the 180 students didn’t make it.  A few have been offered jobs and one has been offered an apprenticeship.
· The cooking bus was a success.
· Builders have returned and progressing with the front of the school.
· Half-term starts on 15th February 2010.
Lucy Pollock (Surestart - Where Kids Come First)

· Surestart has been working with Thurrock Councils’ two year old pilot funding scheme (65 children aged two being funded for ten hours per week in the borough).
· They did their first Turkish translation meeting for a family applying for a primary school, which was very interesting.
· The children loved the snow.  They managed to remain open every day as most staff live locally and parents could work from home if necessary.
· Two staff have signed up for NVQ Level 3 in Bookkeeping and Bereavement in the under 5s.
· They are currently advertising for a cleaner and the closing date is 19th February.
· They will be running their half-term holiday scheme for one week from 15th February.
· This spring two staff will have training in First Aid.
· The Compass Children’s Centre foyer is undergoing a six-week works programme, a lot of disruption and noise levels is apparent and has gone ahead with no proper risk assessment.  Parents have been told to use another entrance and the noise will no doubt upset the sleeping babies.
Maggie Pollock (Thurrock Play Network/ High House/ Friends of Dilkes Park) 

TPN:

· The Pyramid Resource Centre is coming to the end of its current funding.  Trustees are very concerned that this arm of the TPN charity is maintained, as all are agreed the outcomes of its work has a huge impact on schools, voluntary groups and individuals.  Membership of the Resource Centre must be increased.  They are exploring new retail initiatives, ie buying on-line, and any ideas for improving income generation.
High House:

· Work has now started on the site by a conservation construction team.  MP attended the Regeneration Inspection by the Audit Commission on 28th January.  They were very excited by the Royal Opera House site and felt it could have a ‘worldwide impact’.
· The new apprentice to the ROH Education and Engagement Team, Shaun, has helped build a model of the site, which is being toured around Thurrock schools.
· ROH workshops will be taking place Saturday’s 2.00pm to 5.00pm every week until the end of March at the Purfleet School.
Friends of Dilkes Park:

· Bird Box Building - Provisionally booked for Monday 15th and Wednesday 17th February to make boxes and erect them using a cherry picker.
· Outdoor Gym Equipment Launch - Rescheduled for Saturday 20th February, 11.00am to 2.00pm.  This will be a sponsored event for St Luke’s Hospice and will include:
· A park circuit for walkers, joggers, cyclists and electric scooters.
· Revolutions recorded on static bicycles.  Families can register and amalgamate their mileage to see who can do ‘Dilkes Park to the Olympic Village’ (15 miles)
· A play circuit area for youngsters.
SOCF is funding this event but further funding for additional health events are being pursued via the ‘1000 Days’ cohesion funding to enable toilets and first aid at additional events in spring and summer.
Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to report.

Eve Dymond (Young at Heart)

· Tomorrow’s walk will be at King Georges Park Brentwood.

· Last week’s walk had to be local and the minibus wasn’t available.

· MP asked ED if the group would join in the walk around Dilkes Park on the outdoor gym equipment launch event and ED agreed.

Carol George (Youth Service)

· CG reported that the children who visited Auschwitz in Poland gave a presentation and spoke individually of their personal experience, which proved to be very emotional.
· The Culver Centre teaching kitchen is still available to anyone who wants to use it.
· The Youth Club hours have changed slightly, opening at the earlier time of 6.15pm and closing at 9.00pm on Mondays and Wednesdays.
9. Any Other Business

· JH asked for the state of the roads, ie potholes, etc, to be reported to NAPs and JD of the Community Safety Partnership, and suggested that this needed urgent attention.  JN pointed out that this was a national problem because of the ice and there is currently a pothole survey being conducted on a website.
· JH also reported that one particular calming measure in Tamarisk Road is an accident waiting to happen.  After a short discussion it was apparent that several people felt the same way.  MP suggested that The Forum progress an Action stating that 20-30 people attending this meeting have Agreed to report this to Be Smart.  As other calming measures were also mentioned, the overall message was to ‘report, report, report’ to the Police and Thurrock Council in order for anything to be done.
· MP asked if anyone knew anything about the new extended pathways in Derry Avenue as there were no planning applications or consultations?  ACTION:  To be investigated.

· MP reported that a new group, ‘Friends of Ockendon Rec’, has gone from strength to strength.  See MP after meeting for more information about meetings, etc.
10. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 1st March 2010 

All meetings held at The Forum, 1.15pm for a 1.30pm start.  

The meeting closed at 3.40pm
The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes:

There were no further updates.
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