   SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.45pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Crouch
SOCF

Jane Norman
SOCF

Cheryl Williams
Tenant Participation (Thurrock Council)

Rosemary Ajuwon
TRUST  (Thurrock Council)

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/TPN

Fth. Peter Rabin
St Nicholas/All Saints Churches

Jennifer Greenidge
Youth & Connexions

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

PC Bradley Taylor
Essex Police

PC Danny Cordwell
Essex Police

PCSO Lisa Williams
Essex Police

Apologies: 

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Mary Kimberly
Holy Cross Church

Lucy Pollock
Surestart (Where Kids Come First)

Jean Hagger
South Ockendon in Bloom

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Brian Duckworth
St Nicholas/All Saints Churches

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 5th July 2010  

The minutes were approved subject to the following amendments:

· Page 3, - Age Concern, 4th bullet point - Should have read:  The Age Concern Thurrock Grays office continues to be busy, enquiries are becoming more complex.

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

AB mentioned that when Sharon Pritchard of the Recycling Team was at The Forum last month, she mentioned a mis-print on the new leaflets.  AB also pointed out some changes to what we recycle to inform attendees that were not present at the last meeting.

Signed:
Dated:


4. Chair’s Report

· AB thanked Janet C on behalf of all the trustees for her hard work and support in the office while Jan K has been absent.

· AB has received a letter from Thames Gateway, (as he is a resident of Aveley) explaining that the proposal to build houses along the Aveley bypass has been approved.  A short discussion took place opposing the proposals; The Forum will support Aveley in this dispute, as the plans will affect South Ockendon.  
· We had a visit from a representative of Glass House, which is a Community project that helps to design premises for Community groups.  The Forum has applied to this, and if successful, an architect will give free advice and ideas in redesigning The Forum to compliment our Community and give out the best of us.

5. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· The funding of £250 for Brannetts Wood Fun day and £300 for Belhus Park Scout group has both been approved.  The events have already taken place.

· Have not heard yet of the funding of £2000 towards Party in the Park.  However, the event has now taken place on the assumption it has been approved.

· GP attended a TAF meeting last week and informed the meeting that the Council will be making cuts.  125 jobs will be cut, mainly in discretionary services i.e. Libraries, play workers etc.  Also cuts in Forum Funding that is currently made up of £100,000 from Vertex and £47, 000 from Thurrock Council.   Thurrock Council has cut £47K so ALL nineteen Forums will lose a third this year but some have already spent more.  GP calculated that this forum would lose £4,300.  Next year there will be no Forum Funding at all.  MP reiterated that there is no guarantee of forum funding as funds for The Forum end in December, the rent is ok until March’10 with the support of Thurrock Council but they need support as well.  Trustees are looking at cost cutting and considering all options.  A letter will be sent to the membership regarding renewal as usual in September.
6. SOCF Updates 
· Party in the Park was a very successful day, the weather was lovely and attendance was really good.  MP said we are not sure what will happen next year as funding is coming to an end in December, but although the premises may close, the charity and the need will continue.

· The Music Event will be held on Saturday 14th August at Dilkes Park.  A discussion took place regarding the use of fencing around the event.  MP urged JN to investigate the 499 people rule on the entertainments licence to see if we need to erect a fence or not.  JN asked for volunteers and will be holding a meeting on Monday 9th August at 2pm at The Forum, everyone is welcome.

· There will be a Sports event held at the Ockendon Recreation ground on Thursday August 12th from 10am until 4pm.  A number of children have already registered for Free coaching, everyone is welcome to attend.

· GP mentioned that the Wii Fitness at Jack Evans court and Helford court are going really well, however, Benyon court is not so enthusiastic.  GP has requested funding from the SOCF emergency fund to buy an additional two Wii consoles to leave at the complex’s to continue with this project.

· The summer term football and mini-Olympics have started today.  There will be this week of football, next week mini-Olympics then another week of football.  The events are very popular every year and are held at Shaw Primary School.

· The Open Access Play Schemes started last Friday at Dilkes Park.  The next ones will be held every Friday for the next three weeks at Bonnygate Woods on 6th, Quince Tree Park on 13th and Ockendon Recreation ground on 20th.  The sessions are from 12.30pm until 3.3.0pm.

7. Organisational Updates

Rosemary Ajuwon (TRUST)

· RA gave out some hate crime figures; there have been a couple of incidents in South Ockendon.  Thanks go to Essex Police, Councillors Sue Gray and Wendy Curtis, for their help in two cases being resolved.   

· Trust has been busy at the Thurrock Festival and mentioned that Black History month is in October.  As feedback from Party in the Park, RA felt that we could have done more to involve the Black community.

Bob Cudby (West Road Allotment Association)

· There has been a problem with people sleeping in and equipment stolen from sheds.  PC Bradley Taylor urged Bob to report the incidents even if reported anonymously it needs to be reported.  PC BT also informed BC of Free shed alarms that were given away recently, check with the police station.

Joyce Cudby (Top Club)

· Top Club had a trip to Eastbourne on 20th July everyone had a good time.   We also have a few new members.
Jennifer Greenidge (Youth & Connexions)

· The youth club at the Culver Centre is very quiet; tonight we are going out (on detach) to find where the youths are. 
· The youth club has no food hygiene certificate, and would like the Forum to help with this.
Maggie Pollock (TPN/SOCF/Surestart)

· TPN - There will be no Play Rangers next year as there is no voluntary grant, due to cuts in the Council.

· SOCF - In the Thurrock Gazette there are plans to have zebra crossings in Afton Drive and South Road.

· Surestart - The holiday club is now operating at Surestart.

Fr. Peter Rabin (St Nicholas Church)

· The wedding season is now upon us, so we have been really busy with those.

· We will be having a Teddy Bears picnic on Sunday 15th August at 3pm in the St Nicholas church grounds.

· The Cream Tea’s have gone very well, but Septembers one is cancelled.

Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· We have had good feedback on our newsletter that goes out monthly.  Every month has a different theme; this month is about ‘Feet’.

· We continue to collect foreign coins; the bucket is in The Forum.

PC Andy Lawrence (Essex Police)

· PC gave a report on the latest crime figures.  The police are currently doing an operation called ‘Operation Parks’.  Three parks are being patrolled for anti-social behaviour at Aveley Recreation ground, Dilkes Park and Bonnygate Park.
· Eden Green is a big drug area at the moment.
Cheryl Williams (Tenant Participation - Thurrock Council)

· Nothing to report, just currently looking for funding.

Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The combined camp at Thriftwood for the Cubs and Scouts with the leaders and their families was a success with approximately 35 attending.
· There was a party for all members (6 adults plus Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) at the beginning of the summer holidays, which was well attended.
· The summer holiday club started during the school holidays with a Youth Club type theme of games, sweet shop and drinks etc.
· The Scout section attended the District water activities at Gangewaters.  Eight scouts from our group attended.
Jane Norman (SOCF)

· JN would like to thank all the volunteers that helped with Party in the Park and also a thank you to the Rotary Club.
· JC informed everyone that the deadline for the next edition of REFLECT will be 5th October.  The next edition will be winter, so therefore the Christmas church services need to be arranged.  Thank you.
8. Any Other Business

MP reported:  We are working with the Childrens Centre to map places of interest within South Ockendon; they are hoping to produce a large annotated map that will be on display in the foyer of the Childrens Centre and members were asked by Maggie of places of interest that they felt should be included on the map.

9. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 6th September 2010

Monday 4th October 2010

Monday 1st November will be the AGM and will start at 1.30pm.

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 1.00pm until 1.30pm. 

The General Forum meeting will start at 1.30pm.

The meeting closed at 3.05pm
The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes:

There were no further updates.
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