   SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 4th October 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.35pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Jane Norman
SOCF

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/TPN

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Rita Boyton
Holy Cross Church

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

Cheryl Williams
TPTBC

Jocelyn Audsley
Thurrock Council

Cynthia Moss
Thurrock Council

Abibola Adereye
Thurrock CAB

Kirsten Regan
SureStart (Where kids’ come first)

Apologies: 

Janet Cole
SOCF

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Daniel Agbonson
Locality Youth Worker

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on Monday 6th September, the minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the last meeting and was duly signed by the Chair.
3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

There were no matters arising.

4. Chair’s Report

· AB explained the reasons for the price increase in membership fees for South Ockendon Forum, and the facilities that The Forum can offer. AB suggested that for further clarification members could talk to the members of staff.  Agreed 

· There was no other correspondence.  

5. Presentation:  Adidibola Adereye - (Thurrock CAB)

Addi from Thurrock CAB presented an EDF project that CAB is promoting (Energy Trust Fund). 

The Trust Fund states that help is available for EDF Customers who are having difficulties paying their bills. Any applicant (EDF customer) will be assessed and up to £1,000 can be provided if the criteria are met. They can help with debt problems, for example ‘Bankruptcy‘ and also help with payment difficulties on ‘white goods’.  This is a long-term project and there is help available for customers who have other energy tariffs, the CAB will assist people. 

Signed:
Dated:


5a. Presentation:  Jocelyn Audsley - (Climate Change Thurrock Council) 

Jocelyn gave a presentation that explained global warming, greenhouse gases, temperature changes and how Thurrock Council intends to reduce this with targets hoping to be reached.  The “Do just one thing” Campaign was also discussed.  Thurrock Council won a Gold award in the  ‘Green Apple Awards’.   Jocelyn asked that everyone ‘do just one thing’, i.e. turn off computer at night.  She also asked that residents complete the leaflet questionnaire, as views are important from residents. The Programme Launch is March 17th 2011.  The climate change team can be contacted 01375 652910 - climate.change@Thurrock.gov.uk. 

6. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· GP informed the meeting that three funding applications had been approved, and that the Forum had £1409.00 left in the budget.

· GP then asked that the amount left, could be used for the Christmas Lights expenditure.  Agreed 
· No Forum funding will be given next year. Although TAF have asked for £2,000 across all the Forums. 

7. SOCF Updates 
· This year our Christmas lighting up ceremonies are as follows:  Thursday 2nd December at 6pm in Derwent Parade, and Friday 3rd December on the Village Green and St Nicholas church.  We will be working in partnership with the church, times to be confirmed.

· MP said we have had an offer of sponsorship for the Christmas tree on the village green.

· There will be other events leading up to Christmas, to be confirmed.

· New knitting club to start at the Forum on Monday afternoons, 1.30pm - 3pm.  All knitters welcome.

· Jane Norman discussed the plan to have a Christmas Grotto and the Lighting of Christmas Lights in Derwent Parade and in South Ockendon Village.  

· AB gave an update of behalf of James Odeku (SOCF sports development worker) that there would be a limit set on SOCF Street Dancers as the capacity had been reached for the space available.  There will be a Street Dance Show at Brandon Grove Community Hall on 4th December.  Keep fit is doing very well.  Half-term football for under 7s is going well.  Also, starting on 13th October we will be holding Buggy Walks starting at 1pm at the Forum. 

· AB then discussed the High House visit.  There was a detailed brief given about the Opera House.  Arrangements for organisational groups to visit the site can be made in the future.

· MP informed the membership that the ‘Beat The Credit Crunch Event’ (Economic and Environment Regeneration Team Thurrock Council) has been invoiced for the use of The Forum.

8. Organisational Updates

PC Andy Lawrence (Essex Police)

· PC Andy Lawrence gave a report on the latest crime figures, 1st September – 30th September. See Attached Report.  Evidence for dispersal order may be gathered and obtained before Halloween.  We have a new PCSO Scott Jones and Mike Carter is going to the Lakeside Team.

Fr Peter Rabin  (St. Nicholas Church/ All Saints) 

· There will be an Animal Service at All Saints Church at 3.00pm on Sunday 17th October. Please bring your pets.

· On Sunday 31st October at 9.30am, there will be a Eucharist service at All Saints church, Foyle Drive.  There will be no service at St Nicholas.

· A Christingle Service for Children and Families, will be held on Advent Sunday the 28th November at 3pm at All Saints Foyle Drive. This is a joint service with the Mardyke Churches together, hosted by the Parishes of All Saints and St. Nicholas.

· St. Nicholas church will be holding a Festive weekend from 3rd to 5th December.  Friday will be a family event on the village green with a funfair and stalls.  Carol singing will take place in the church at 6pm followed by the lighting up of the Christmas tree on the green.   St.Nicholas will hold a Patronal Festival Eucharist on Sunday 5th. 

Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to report
Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· There will be a Mobility Safety event held at The Forum on 28th October. This is a pilot scheme to teach driving skills for those who use Mobility Scooters. There are 10 places available; names are being taken in The Forum.  The event will consist of a theory session and a practical outside in a marked off area of Derwent Parade.

· Halloween has been a stressful time for older people in the past; posters with ‘not to knock’ are available.    

· The newsletter this month has the theme of help and support for cold weather pulmonary conditions.

· GP asked if anyone knew of any entertainers / singer volunteers?

Cheryl Williams – Tenants participation and Sheltered Housing team

· A 60’s event will be held on 22nd October at the Civic Hall, Blackshots.  There will be a live Band and buffet.  Tickets are £10 each. 

Surestart (Where kids’ come first)

· New starters at Breakfast Club and babies – all settling well

· Our topic this month is ‘British wild animals and nature’

· The kids have enjoyed the wet weather, playing puddle jumping in the garden and the park.

· The zebra crossing in Afton Drive is nearly complete.  This will help all parents and children using Shaw school and the Children’s Centre.

· We are currently advertising our Holiday Club for the October Half Term.

· ‘Partnership working’ is going well between Shaw School and Surestart.  The changes now mean that children from the building cannot access any other way now.  The Centre is now called the Ockendon Children’s Centre and not the ‘Compass Centre’.

Maggie Pollock (High House/Friends of Dilkes Park)

· The last fitness event had very poor attendance.  Also, a car had been set alight in the playground area, the evening before.  MP would like to thank Sonia for her phone call alerting the police and others to the fact that a burned car was in the playground at Dilkes Park.

· More planting to be done in Dilkes Park.  A liaison with Groundworks must be arranged.
High House Group – Maggie Pollock

· Volunteers came from all over Thurrock for a planting session.  The site will be closed to visitors now until January 2011.

South Ockendon Bowls Club - Lesley Booth

· A good season.  South Ockendon Bowls Club won the men and women’s league.  Now we are closed for the season. 

· Lesley would like to thank the Forum members for the Bowls collector that was Forum funded.   Lesley also stated that the club was ‘more community minded’ thanks to the involvement with The Forum and has made a positive start. 

Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The Belhus Scout Group held an event to walk from South Ockendon to the Brentwood campsite.  This took 7 hours, the ages that took part ranged between 10 – 11 years.  Everyone enjoyed this event.  An open fire and refreshment was also supplied.

· We have a Fire Station Museum visit at the end of this month.  AF Garages hold a museum that has a number of old Engines etc. Sponsored by Essex Fire Service.

9. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

10. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 1st November will be the AGM and will start at 1.30pm.

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 1.00pm until 1.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 2.55pm

The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes).

There were no further updates.
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