SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 5th July 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.45pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Crouch
SOCF

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Rita Boyton
Holy Cross Church

Kelly Eaton
Surestart (Where Kids Come First)

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

PCSO Lisa Williams
Essex Police

Jean Hagger
South Ockendon in Bloom

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Aaron Kiely
SOCF

Sharon Pritchard
Thurrock Council (Recycling & Waste)

Apologies: 

There were no apologies

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 7th June 2010  

The minutes were approved subject to the following amendments:

· Page 4, Item 8, Cllr Wendy Curtis (SORA) second bullet point - some allegedly containing hazardous waste.

· Page 5, first bullet point - Help the Aged and Age Concern have merged into one logo of Age UK.

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

No matters arising.

4. Chair’s Report

· Thurrock Council has informed us of a proposed business at 107/109 Daiglen Drive.  The lands department have received interest in the lease of the above to run a hair salon with the intention of providing a training programme as well as a unisex service.  Agreed

· A letter has been received from Thurrock Council regarding the appointment to outside bodies.  The Councillors appointed, as representatives to SOCF until May 2011 are Cllr Charlie Curtis and Cllr Sue Gray. 
Signed:
Dated:


· A letter of thanks was received from Rev Brian Duckworth on behalf of Mardyke Churches Together for the support given in organising First Aid cover and a Face Painter at the Pentecost Day event held on Sunday 30th May.  AB explained that SOCF paid for the above out of the SOCF emergency fund (Forum Funding Administration Money).
5. Presentation:  Sharon Pritchard - (Recycling & Waste)

Sharon introduced herself and went through some updates regarding the recycle bins (leaflets were available).  

Brown bin update:  NO plastic bags should be used as they are causing a lot of problems at the centre.  

Blue bin update:  There is a major problem with using Black bags in the Blue bins.

After a short discussion it was apparent that there was some confusion about recycling of plastic food trays and shredded paper.  SP stated that plastic food trays go into the blue bins and shredded paper into green.  

Sharon explained that our recycle centre was at Linford and general waste there had gone down a lot due to recycling.

6. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

GP said there were three new applications for funding:

· SOCF would like to apply for £2000 for Party in the Park 2010; GP explained some of the costs involved with organising such an event.  Agreed
· Belhus Park Scouts have asked for £300 towards a camping weekend at Thriftwood in Brentwood.  Although funding is not allowed for Scout buildings or equipment, this funding is allowed to subsidise some of the children from Ockendon that attend (ages 8 -14 years).  Agreed
· The Grove residents Association have asked for £250 towards a Community Family Day at Brannetts Wood to be held in August.  The event is to build up the local community.  WC declared an interest.  Agreed
Assuming the above bids go through, the total funding left would be £6,685.00 until January 2011.  Administration money is available to fund small projects of urgency.  There is a possibility that funding would be cut next year.

7. SOCF Updates 
· Party in the Park - Organising this event is well underway with lots of stalls and arena events.  The Police, however, had been diverted to attend the T’ Fest event being held in Grays on the same weekend, so MP wrote a letter of complaint on behalf of SOCF and copied in all members.  A supporting e-mail was received from ngage.
· Music Event - We have had some major problems with organising this event as the main contact has left.  Jane, however is doing a great job trying to pull this event together and is currently looking for Bands and Singers.  If anyone has any information to contact Jane at The Forum.
Kelly Eaton of Surestart left the meeting at 2.40pm.

8. Organisational Updates

Jean Hagger (Ockendon in Bloom)

· Nothing to report, although we are praying for some rain.  
AB mentioned that the residents of Mayflower Close requested maintenance of flowerbeds or putting the area back to grass as the original residents no longer maintain the area and youths are being a nuisance in the bushes.  GP suggested the Community Pay Back Team might be able to help.  JN has been informed.

Cllr Wendy Curtis (Friends of Ockendon Rec /SORA/Thurrock Council)

· Friends of Ockendon Rec - There was a meeting held last Tuesday, we are in the process of organising a Free Sports Event on the Rec on 12th August 2010 10am til 4pm for youths aged 7 - 14 years.  Children can register for their free coaching lessons by picking form up at school or at The Forum.

· The Pavilion needs some work and there have been lots of improvement agreements.  The car parking area needs to be bigger.

· SORA - The last meeting proved controversial, regarding Horse issues and Lorry movements although WC was unable to attend.

· Thurrock Council - Have been involved with trying to resolve two matters, have been very busy and enjoying being a Councillor.

Eve Dymond (Y&H)

· The last walk was to Broadfields where the café is now open but there are no bins due to Health and Safety.  
· Tomorrow we will be going to Southend-on-Sea.
Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· We are continuing with the foreign coin collecting.  Age Concern Thurrock has joined UK coin recycling, collecting foreign coins that are no longer legal tender.  A collection bucket is in the reception area at The Forum.

· ‘Fall’s Awareness’ events took place on 25th June at the PCT centre in Grays (Old Woolworths site).  The Forum also held an event; James used the Wii board to promote balancing skills.

· Jack Evans Court, Helfords Court and now Benyon Court all have Wii Sessions regularly with James, all are going well.

· The Age Concern Grays office continues to be busy, enquiries are becoming more complex.

· The Newsletter issued on a monthly basis has a particular subject that relates to the elderly.  We are looking for new ideas.

Lesley Booth (Ockendon Bowls Club)

· This year marks the 50th anniversary of South Ockendon Bowls Club and as part of our celebrations on 27th June we hosted a match between our members and players from Thurrock and District Bowls Association.  The weather was beautiful and a good time was had by all, with a ham salad and fruit and ice cream to round off the day.

· On Saturday 7th August we have our annual Open Day when 20 teams from clubs throughout Thurrock and Havering compete in a round robin competition for prizes and the prestige of winning.  On the day there are stalls and raffles with a BBQ and general refreshments available throughout the day - if you feel like coming along and having a look round you will be very welcome. 

·  And of course, we are looking forward to the Fun Day in the park on 12th August organised by the Recreation Ground User Group - a big Thank You to Wendy Curtis who has been the driving force and has done the mountain of paperwork involved in such and event.

· We are looking for new members so if anyone would like to give bowls a go please feel free to give me a ring or e-mail and I will be happy to arrange for you to have a try to see how your like it.

Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to Report.

Fth Peter Rabin (St Nicholas Church)

· The Sunday Cream Tea afternoon on the 4th July wasn’t as well attended as the first one in June.  The next one will be held on Sunday 1st August.  
· Next Saturday 10th July we will be holding a Church Fair at St Nicholas Church from 11am to 2pm.
· The Teddy Bears Picnic will be held on Sunday 15th August at St Nicholas Church.
Cllr Charlie Curtis (Thurrock Council)

· The Council is in terrible debt; John Kent is now the leader of the Council and will go out a visit people with the cabinet.  We can’t depend on the Council anymore we must look more at voluntary services.  

Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· Eight Beaver Scouts attended a District fun day and picnic at Condovers camp site.
· Fifteen Cub Scouts attended the District Cub camp, Friday till Sunday afternoon.  Everyone enjoyed this activity weekend.
· A Cub and Scout weekend camp is to take place on 9th to11th July at Thrift wood International campsite at Brentwood.  Thirty-seven young people with adult leaders are attending.  
· Veolia Mardyke Trust has once again given support to this group with a grant to buy some IT equipment.
9. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

10. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 2nd August 2010 

Monday 6th September 2010

Monday 4th October 2010

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 1.00pm until 1.30pm. 

The General Forum meeting will start at 1.30pm.

The meeting closed at 3.15pm
The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes:

Kelly Eaton (Surestart - where kids’ come first)

· Amalgamation is going well; all clubs are now at The Compass Centre.
· Ecat Programme until March.
· We said goodbye to our room leader Liza, she was here for five years at the end of May, but has returned to child-minding to spend more time with her family.
· Month of June had the topic of Safari, which was great fun.  This month is Sport.
· Roughly fifteen children are moving on to full time school (out of 37).
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