SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 7th February 2011 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.30pm

1. Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Janet Cole
SOCF

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/Thurrock Play Network

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Cheryl Williams
Tenant Participation/Sheltered Housing Team

Fth. Peter Rabin
St Nicholas Church

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Rita Boyton
Holy Cross Church

Jean Hagger
Ockendon in Bloom

PC Andy   Lawrence
Essex Police

Alan Stevens
SOCF Volunteer

Tom Alford
Resident

Kirsten Reagan
Surestart - Where Kids Come First
Apologies: 

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

Rev Brian Duckworth
All Saints/St Nicholas Churches/The Ockendon Academy


Kate Pettit
Thurrock Operatic Society
2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on Monday 10th January 2010

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the last meeting and were duly signed by the Chair.

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

· WC stated that it was likely that the no 11 bus would be kept, but with a restricted service after 31st March 2011.  There are no further details at present, but it is under review.

4. Chair’s Report

· AB spoke briefly about a Credit Union training session for volunteers that recently took place at The Forum.  AB informed the meeting that the trustees had agreed to The Forum becoming a Credit Union Collection Point.  Launch date to be decided soon.
· An email has been received about a new TV quiz show called ‘Holding out for a Hero’.  The makers of the show are looking for contestants to take part and win life-changing sums of money to make someone else’s dream come true.  Application forms must be returned by 11th February 2011.

Signed:
Dated:

· A double-side newsletter has been produced to replace the normal REFLECT.  The newsletter will be distributed to the community via local schools, church halls, etc.  A supply will be held at The Forum and members are also welcome to take a batch for distribution.  
· A young volunteer from Top Club has written to Thurrock Council’s Chief Executive, Graham Farrant, and various other people in authority, to express her concerns about the future of The Forum and how it would be missed if it had to close due to lack of funding.  GF has replied stating that he would attend the General Forum meeting in March to see if he could help in any way.

5. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· GP provided a breakdown of Forum Funding for 2010/11 and a breakdown of how the admin fund was spent from 2008 to present (see attached).  GP said there would be no Forum Funding for this year, but there was £16,000 of funds available for the websites, admin and insurance across Thurrock.  Therefore we would receive an admin fund of £865 as last year.   

· Monitoring forms have now been sent out to all the groups that received Forum Funding last year.  SOCF will keep a record of returns.

· AB thanked GP for all her hard work with Forum Funding.  

6. SOCF Updates 

· AB reported that the rent arrears have now been paid off.  The arrears had arisen due to communication issue between Thurrock Council departments a number of years ago.
· Essex Savers Credit Union - Plan to open 9.30am to 10.30am on Tuesdays and Saturdays to coincide with market days and potentially maximise interest.  Launch date to be confirmed.  Anyone interested in volunteering to manage The Forum’s Collection should speak to Jan about training.

· We have been invited to submit a second stage funding application to the Big Lottery.  Although this is not guaranteed funding, it is a positive sign.

· James will be running free football, rounders, basketball games and competitions during the February half-term for years 1-6:

· Monday 21st February - Dilkes Park

· Tuesday 22nd February - Ockendon Recreation Ground

· Wednesday 23rd February - Quince Tree Park

· Thursday 24th February - Brannett’s Wood

· Friday 25th February - Dilkes Park

· Glass-House representatives will be visiting The Forum on Monday 21st February from 10.00am until 4.00pm to offer their expertise in creating more user-friendly premises.  They want a mix of people to attend, ie staff, volunteers and users.

· The Forum thanked Shaw Primary School, Beacon Hill School and Grangewaters for offering to store the minibus on their premises until it is sold.  The likelihood is that we will use Grangewaters because of potential viewings.

· Friends of Dilkes Park will meet at The Forum on Friday 11th February at 11.00am.  Everyone welcome.

· Friends of Ockendon Rec will meet at The Bowls Club on Tuesday 15th February (time tba).

· The Bridge Residents’ Association’s AGM will be held at The Forum on Thursday 17th February, 7.30pm.  WC has leafleted from Orchard Road to Cruick Avenue.

7. Organisational Updates

Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· Christmas activities were joined with befriending services to make it nicer, however there were cancellations due to snow.  

· A resident has donated a wheelchair for the short-term wheelchair loan project.  This project is going very well.

· A Lunch Club is being held fortnightly on Thursdays at The Forum from 1.00pm (eat at 1.30pm).  The cost is £4 per person (in advance) and includes a fish and chip lunch with dessert and tea/coffee.  The club has had two lunches already, which proved successful.

· The help desk at The Forum has been very busy.

· This month’s newsletter has an ‘energy saving’ theme with added information and advice about finance and security.

Wendy Curtis (Thurrock Council)

· WC stated that TPN had experienced funding cuts, so the Toy Library will be moving from Belhus Library to the Pyramid Centre in Tilbury.  Play Rangers have also been made redundant.  The ethnic community that uses these services have been hit hardest and therefore will be isolated again.  GP said the Toy Library would be missed.
· WC told everyone to be aware of bogus workers offering their services to fix roofs at a cut price.  Trading Services has confirmed this as a scam.
Lesley Booth (South Ockendon Bowls Club)

· LB stated how grateful the club was for receiving Forum Funding.

· LB said that she was very sad to hear of all the cuts and said it had opened her eyes to see other areas that are in need and have suffered cutbacks.
· The Forum deserves a hearty vote of thanks to all the trustees, staff and volunteers.

Tom Alford (Resident)

· Nothing to report.

Father Peter Rabin (St Nicholas/All Saints Churches)

· A quiz night (teams of 6) will be held on Saturday 19th February at All Saints Church Hall, 7.00pm.  Refreshments (soft drinks) will be available.
· Women’s World Day of Prayer takes place at Holy Cross Church on Friday 4th March, 2.00pm.  The day is open to everyone.  GP said that different women in different countries write the service and the service takes place at the same time all around the world.  This year the service is written by women in Chilli.

PC Andy Lawrence (Essex Police)

· AL gave a brief breakdown of the crime statistics and reiterated what WC had said about the scam involving bogus roofers.
Cheryl Williams (Tenants Participation/Sheltered Housing Team)

· CW said she was working with Natalie Warren promoting the Credit Union at the moment, so was very busy.
Eve Dymond (Young & Heart Walking Group)

· The last walk was to Wat Tyler Park.  A new visitors centre has replaced the old motorboat centre, which was very nice.
· The next walk is at Rainham Marshes, Purfleet.
Alan Stevens (SOCF Volunteer)

· Nothing to report.
Mary Kimberley (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to report
Kirsten Reagan (Surestart - Where Kids Come First)

· Two new members of staff have been recruited and will start late-February.
· A cleaning job has become available and will be advertised shortly.
· Every Monday they are taking approximately twenty children to the library and on Fridays they have Baby Rhyme time, also at the library.  Surestart want to support our library in view of the recent cuts and show that the service is used regularly and there is a need for it.
· Surestart’s Manager will start maternity leave at the beginning of March.
· They have been celebrating the Chinese New Year, the year of the rabbit.  
· The topic at the moment is bears.
Maggie Pollock (TPN/SOCF)
· MP reiterated the importance of supporting our library and urged people to use it regularly and join if not already members.

Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The Scouts have been doing their DIY badge over the last few weeks.
· The Cubs had a weekend camp at Downe Scout Activity Centre in Kent.
· Some Beavers have now joined the Cub section as they have reached 8 years old.
Jean Hagger (Ockendon in Bloom)

· Nothing to report.

8. Any Other Business

· Eve Dymond was concerned about the cuts in the library and asked why can’t groups use the library when the same amount of electricity is being used to open up.  MP explained that it’s the cuts to TPN that is preventing them using the library, the cuts in the library also have a knock on effect though.

· AB informed the meeting that Aveley residents have set up an Aveley Residents Committee (ARC).  They are a registered group and are campaigning against the new development proposals along Aveley by-pass.

9. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 7th March 2011 at 1.30pm.

The Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 12.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 3.30pm

The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes).

There were no further updates.
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