SOUTH OCKENDON COMMUNITY FORUM
GENERAL FORUM MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 7th June 2010 at 1.30pm

The Forum, 29 Derwent Parade, South Ockendon, Essex

The meeting started at 1.35pm

1.  Present and apologies

Present:

Arthur Barley (Chair)
SOCF/Belhus Park Scout Group

Glynis Pettit
Age Concern Thurrock

Janet Crouch
SOCF

Maggie Pollock
SOCF/Thurrock Play Network/Friends of Dilkes Park/High House

Cllr Charlie Curtis
Thurrock Council

Lesley Booth
South Ockendon Bowls Club

Barrie Lawrence
Retired Councillor

Cheryl Williams
Thurrock Racial Unity Support Taskgroup (TRUST)

Cllr Wendy Curtis
Thurrock Council/SORA/Neighbourhood Watch

Rita Boyton
Holy Cross Church

Michael Casey
YourThurrock.com

Simon Lodge
Resident

Dee Lodge
Resident

Reg Sweeting
Basildon Hospital

Kirsten Regan
Surestart (Where Kids Come First)

Nita Suchde
Surestart (Where Kids Come First)

PC Andy Lawrence
Essex Police

PCSO Howell
Essex Police

Apologies: 

Joyce Cudby
Top Club

Bob Cudby
West Road Allotment Association

Linda Buckingham
The Ockendon School

Eve Dymond
Young at Heart

Jean Hagger
South Ockendon in Bloom

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 10th May 2010  

The minutes were approved subject to the following amendments:

· Page 1, Item 4, first bullet point - MP said at the request of the Trustee Board she had invited BL to become a Trustee of The Forum when he feels well enough.

· Page 3, Maggie Pollock, second bullet point - …….causing problems for the Play Workers.

3. Matters Arising (items not covered on agenda)

No matters arising.

Signed:
Dated:


4. Chair’s Report

· No correspondence reported.
· GP informed the meeting that Rev Brian Duckworth had sent a letter of thanks to The Forum for helping to organise the first aid cover and face painter at the Pentecost Event recently held on the Village Green.
5. Presentation (Michael Casey - yourthurrock.com)

MC introduced himself and then went on to explain that yourthurrock.com was an online newspaper that is primarily filmed.  The site has been running for 21 months and work seven days a week bringing news daily.  Initially, the site featured just film but now includes ten-minute mini-clips and written stories.  

MC said there is a separate page for South Ockendon, a headline page and a community page, sponsored by Veolia Mardyke Trust.  Any organisations wishing to advertise themselves on the site or an event they may be having, can make a request via email on the yourthurrock.com website.  MC asked if there were any questions:

· AB asked if there was any charge for this service?  No.

· BL praised the scheme and urged people not to be afraid of being interviewed by MC as this is a very good way of putting your message across.  BL added that during the elections, every candidate had similar coverage.  Cllr WC seconded what BL said and thanked MC.

MC added that ITV and Meridian had approached him in the past to get more information when a story breaks in this area.  MC thanked everyone for listening.

5a. Presentation (Reg Sweeting - Basildon Hospital Trust)

RS introduced himself and explained that he had been a public elected member of the trust for three years and had just been re-elected for another three years.  RS then asked if anyone had any views on Basildon Hospital?

· A local resident had a complaint about the hospital and the fact it took two months to discover she actually had cancer.   RS stated he cannot take on individual complaints, but it was suggested that a fair questionnaire was put in place to express peoples’ views, as the current questionnaire seems to focus on cleanliness and culture with a very small comments space.

· BL expressed his personal opinion of being very disappointed in the last six months of how his late mother was treated.  As a family, we feel very bitter about the lack of honesty that was expressed and said people deserve better.  BL has been invited to a meeting on 24th June.

After further discussions regarding bad treatment at the hospital, RS explained that he was not here to defend the hospital but to see they were doing their duty and suggested that any complaints should be made to the hospital at the time of the incident.  BL felt that the trustees and boards should communicate face to face about issues, and it was suggested that RS take these complaints back with him and encourage the Chief Executive to face issues head on.

MP said there was currently a consultation on the Thurrock Council website and urged everyone to take part.

MC left the meeting at 2.20pm.

5b. PC Andy Lawrence (Police Report)

PC AL introduced himself as the Local Community Liaison Officer for Essex Police and covers the areas of Aveley, Ockendon, Purfleet and West Thurrock.  PC AL gave some crime updates for May 2010:

· There has been a rise in the theft of motor vehicles and number plates in the area.  To combat this crime Essex Police will be handing out free number plate security screws.  This will take place on 19th/20th June between 9am and 4pm in the car park of the Sancta Maria Medical Centre in Daiglen Drive.

· There has also been a small rise in burglary.  However, the culprit has been caught.

· There will be more Cycle Police on patrol and our PCSOs have been delegated two schools each to patrol from 8.30am to 9.00am and again from 2.30pm to 3.00pm.

· From 5th July, The Forum will be hosting the NAPs meetings before the General Forum meetings every month from 1.00pm to 1.30pm.  Father PR will chair the meetings to discuss items set out in the Policing Pledge (Police Pledge to be sent out with minutes).

6. Forum Funding (Glynis Pettit)

· This year’s allocation is £13k and we have received £865 administration money, that the Trustees have chosen to use as an emergency fund (quick access to a small amount in urgent cases).
· SOCF has applied for £2,900 to fund the Open Access Play Schemes that TPN offer every year during the Summer school holidays.  We are still waiting for approval.
· There is £9,235 currently left in the kitty.  Please come and talk to us if your group need funding.  If the money is not spent, the allocations for the following year could be cut.
· A group has recently approached me and asked for £200 for an outdoor project, there is no more information as yet.  To be updated at the next meeting.
· On Friday last week, The Forum held a workshop for the Ockendon Voices project, teaching students how to use a video camera correctly and record in a professional way.  The camera used was purchased using Forum Funding.
7. SOCF Updates 
· The Forum’s funding comes to an end in December this year.  MP and JK are in the process of applying to the Big Lottery for further funding using a different project name.  Progress of this application will be updated regularly.
· MP thanked Cheryl Williams for her help with the Fitness Day Event at Dilkes Park last Saturday.  Sustrain cycling team attended to give information and safety tips.  Approximately 20 people took part, but unfortunately the weather was unkind.
· MP and volunteer, Lisa, represented SOCF at Purfleet Day to support other forum’s etc.  Lisa dressed up as a giant rabbit to entertain the children.
· High House support the Opera House Production Park.  MP is the Chair of HH and represents SOCF also.  There will be a week of production events from 6th December.  The Park is due to open in July and will be the best park in Thurrock.
· AB informed members that the community noticeboard in Dilkes Park had been vandalised and urged anyone who had any information to contact the Police.  WC suggested relocating the noticeboard.  MP stated that the police are not walking through the park at the appropriate times to make relationships with the children.
· It was also reported that the minibus had been vandalised during last week along with several other cars in Daiglen Drive.  The minibus had the passenger wing mirror ripped off.  The incident was reported at the last NAPs meeting.
· JC reported that the REFLECT newsletter had been printed and was due for distribution the week commencing 21st June.  Trustees praised JC for doing a really good job. 
8. Organisational Updates

Cheryl Williams (TRUST)

· Nothing to Report.

Maggie Pollock (TPN)

· The TPN scrap project in Aveley has closed and moved to The Pyramid Centre in Tilbury.  MP urged people to support this project of recycling and scrap by becoming members at only £5 per year.  The Pyramid Centre has recently launched an online service.

Rita Boyton (Holy Cross Church)

· Nothing to Report.

Lesley Booth (Ockendon Bowls Club)

· Nothing to Report.

Cllr Wendy Curtis (Friends of Ockendon Rec/Neighbourhood Watch/Thurrock Council/SORA)

· Friends of Ockendon Rec - The play equipment funded by Play Builders and Veolia Mardyke Trust will start being installed next week.  A mini-sports day will take place in August and further details will be available soon.

· SORA - At the last meeting two issues were raised.  The first one was about lorry movements in South Road as the weight restriction on the road is 7.5 ton.  Chris Saville will be monitoring the situation, taking photos and talking to drivers, etc.  The second issue was about the container storage site in Arisdale Avenue, some allegedly containing hazardous waste.

· The next Bus User Group meeting will be on 10th July, not sure of time yet.

Cllr Charlie Curtis (Thurrock Council)

· Thurrock has a Labour Council with a one-seat majority.  However, there is much debt in the Council and things will be difficult for the next couple of years.  Cllr CC also expressed an interest in attending workshops.  MP explained to Cllr CC that The Forum’s staff was due for reviews and will hopefully come up with innovative and creative projects, particularly focusing on self-help, training and social enterprise facility ideas for the future.  

BL understands the position of the Council and the cut backs that are to be made.  BL mentioned that in 2004 councillors requested having the parks put in to Trusts.  This would open up funding from outside bodies and BL suggested that maybe The Forum should approach the Council again with this proposal.

· There has been a request for the introduction of a zebra crossing in Buckles Lane at the junction of Oaklands Drive on South Road.  This has not yet been approved.  Cllr CC asked if The Forum would support this?  MP said yes in principle.

Glynis Pettit (Age Concern Thurrock)

· The week commencing 21st June is National Falls Awareness Week.  The new Health Centre in Grays (old Woolworths site) has a free information and health check event on 21st June from 10.00am to 2.30pm.  James Odeku and GP will be handing out leaflets and information about the Wii Fit and balance exercises on Friday 25th June at The Forum, 10.00am to 12.00pm.

· Age Concern Thurrock has joined UK coin recycling, collecting foreign coins that are no longer legal tender.  A collection bucket will be left at The Forum.

· Age Concern has re-launched the short-term Wheelchair Loan Scheme.  A wheelchair can be hired for up to 6 weeks for a small fee.

· Help the Aged and Age Concern have merged in one logo of Age UK.   Age Concern Thurrock has 18 months to decide if they want to take part.

Barrie Lawrence (Retired Councillor)

· Nothing to report
Maggie Pollock on behalf of Kirsten Regan (Surestart - Where kids’ come first)

· The After School and Breakfast Clubs that were held at Somers Heath and Shaw Primary Schools have merged in to one site at The Compass Centre.  All parents appear to be happy with the new arrangements - two meetings were held prior to the move.
· On 28th May, a Big Toddle was held on behalf of Barnardos, by walking with the children to Hangman’s wood.  The event raised £90.85.
· Today is a staff training day so there are no children on site.
Arthur Barley (Belhus Scout Group)

· The Scouts attended a triathlon at Belhus County Park, consisting of cycling, canoeing and running.  Everyone did well but they had no winners.

· The group was closed for the half term holidays as the Scout Leader had other commitments.

· The group could not attend the Annual Jamboree this year, as we needed more assistant leaders.

· Cub camp for the 8 to 10 years is coming up at Condovers and a separate camp in July.  The Beavers will be having a sleep over at the Scouts Headquarters.

9. Any Other Business

· Cllr CC made a suggestion to have padlocks on the gates of the Ockendon Rec and may be have a booking system when people want to use the tennis courts due to broken glass always being on the court.  MP said this was an excellent idea.

10. Date of Next Meeting(s)
Monday 5th July 2010 

Monday 2nd August 2010 

As from Monday 5th July 2010, the Neighbourhood Action Panel will precede the General Forum meetings, starting at 1.00pm until 1.30pm. 

The General Forum meeting will start at 1.30pm.

The meeting closed at 3.35pm
The following updates were provided after the meeting (only updates reported during the meeting will be included in the main body of the minutes:

There were no updates provided.
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